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land but King of Great Britain and Ireland.
The remaining rulers of this list, therefore,
bear that longer title:
George I   ..1714-1727   Victoria  ...1837-1901
George II   .1727-1760   Edward VII  ...1901-
George III .1760-1820		1910
Georg-e IV .1820-1830   Georg-e V ..1910-
William IV 1830-1837
The rulers are treated in separate articles
under their proper headings.
At William's death in 1087 his second son
came to the throne as William II, and he
was followed on his death in 1100 by his
younger brother Henry. Henry's reign was
much disturbed by the attempts of Robert,
Duke of Normandy, eldest son of William I,
to gain the throne, but Henry was able to
strengthen his hold on the kingdom, and even
to gain possession of Normandy. Henry had
chosen as his successor his daughter Matilda,
wife of Geoffrey Plantagenet, Count of An-
jou, but Stephen, a grandson of William the
Conqueror, raised an army in Normandy and
attempted to seize the throne. After years
of fighting1 with varying results it was agreed
that Stephen should reign until his death,
and that he should accept as his successor
Henry, the son of Matilda. Stephen lived
but a year after this arrangement was made,
and in 1154 Henry, the first of the Planta-
genets, came to the throne as Henry II.
Henry II proved to be one of the strongest
of English kings. He put down the great
barons who had established themselves in
their castles and made themselves scourges
to the country about them, and he established
a just and orderly government. One of tho
most important events of his reign was his
contest with the ChurcF, the powers of
which, despite his enforced submission to the
Pope after the murder of Becket, he very
materially lessened. Henry, whose posses-
sions in France exceeded in extent his Eng-
lish kingdom, had spent little of his time in
England, and his son, Richard I (1189-
1199), who succeeded him, was in England
only one year during his reign. In his ab-
sence the nobility succeeded in increasing
their power at the expense of the royal
authority.
John (1199-1216), who succeeded Rich-
ard, while in some ways an able man, was
untrustworthy and weak, and during his
reign England lost all of its possessions in
France. This separation of the two coun-
tries in lie end worked good to England,
as it compelled the Norman barons in Eng-
 land, who up to this time had thought of
France as their home country, to recognize
themselves as subjects of an English king.
John's weakness was beneficial to England
in another way, because it allowed thejbar-
ons, with the support of the people, to wrest
from him the Great Charter of Liberties.
John's son, Henry III (1216-1272), suc-
ceeded him, and much of this reign was taken
up with troubles with the barons, which in
the end resulted in a confirmation of the
Great Charter. It was during this reign that
the first House of Commons was assembled.
Edward I (1272-1307) proved Himself a
stronger king than his two predecessors and
reduced the country to order. It was in his
reign that Wales was finally united with
England, and that the fierce struggle with
Scotland began, which continued, at inter-
vals, for centuries. Edward, by his defeat
of William Wallace, gained some advantage
in Scotland, but under Edward II this was
lost, and after the victory of Robert Bruce
at Bannockburn in 1314, the independence
of Scotland was recognized. With Edward
III (1327-1377) began the long struggle
with France known as the Hundred Years'
War. Edward, with his son, the Black
Prince, won brilliant victories, which, how-
ever, meant no permanent advantage for
England, while the great expense of the war
was a serious drain on the country. Two
important results of the contest to England
were the strengthening of the national feel-
ing, which resulted from the union of the
Normans and Saxons against France, and
the increased power which Parliament se-
cured because Edward III was dependent
upon it for supplies.
Richard II (1377-1399) proved but s
weak king, and after several uprisings, chief
of which was the insurrection under Wat
Tyler, he was dethroned by Henry, Duke of
Lancaster, who came to the throne as Henry
IV. The persecution of the Lollards and the
frequent rebellions headed by supporters of
the deposed king, Richard, were the chief
events of this reign, which, however, was of
importance in the growth of constitutional
government in England by reason of Henry's
respect for the authority of the Parliament
which had proclaimed him king. The reign
of Henry V (1413-1422), was spent chiefly
in the prosecution of the Hundred Years'
War, and so successful were the English that
Henry was able to wring from the French

